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Course / Learning Objectives

ÅDiscover how changes in construction technology in the 
"modern" era explain preservation differences between modern 
and postmodern buildings with those of earlier periods.

ÅDevelop a keener understanding of key elements of 
preservation theory and how their roots in pre-World War II 
buildings reveal a gap in applicability to postmodern buildings.



Course / Learning Objectives

ÅSpot the challenges of preserving buildings that were not 
necessarily built to last due to low budget, poor performance, 
and deterioration.

ÅGrasp the challenges of maintaining the historic integrity of an 
iconic building while adapting it to suit the needs of those it 
serves.





Postmodern icon 

designed by Michael Graves

15-story City of Portland 

Administration Building 

360,000 SF

Built in 1982

$22 Million construction budget

National Register 

of Historic Places (2011)

The 
Portland 
Building



Michael Graves Mitchell Giurgola Arthur Erickson

Competition 
Process
Contentious design competition 
and selection process led by 
Phillip Johnson

Controversial design
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Portlandia
Beloved Sculpture
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Goals

Envelope reconstruction

Seismic upgrade

MEP system replacement

Gut remodel of interior

New workplace and 

public engagement spaces 

$195 million project cost, 

2020 completion

LEED Gold certification 

(minimum)

Maintain historic elements 

and character

Improve workplace

Reduce maintenance and 

operational costs

Scope



Construction 
Deficiencies
Persistent Issues



Interior Design 
Deficiencies
Underfunded 
and Unresolved



Urban Design 
Deficiencies 
Loggias



Urban Design 
Deficiencies 
East Façade
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Prewar materials were 

primarily craft materials

Material and assemblies 

were robust and redundant

Known quantities with a 

long history of use

Many established 

repair methods

Changes in 
Architecture / 
Construction



Post WWII shift to 

industrialization

More change 

at a faster pace

Buildings getting taller,

First skyscraper in 1884 

was 10 stories tall

100 years later buildings 

were more than 10 times 

that height

Changes in 
Architecture / 
Construction


